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clared that his Governorship had been the best that
New York State had experienced for twenty-five years.

It seems astonishing that a man who was still so badly
disabled could do all that Franklin Roosevelt did at
this time, But he made great use of the wireless in
getting in touch with the people, and soon became an
expert broadcaster. Meanwhile, all was not well with
the United States of America. After a period of great
prosperity which all Americans thought had come to
stay, there came suddenly, like a bolt from the sky, the
terrible trade crash of October, 1929.

There were many reasons for this immense disaster.
Two of the chief were over-production in the States and
the impoverished condition of the rest of the world. The
after-effects of the first World War still overshadowed
the nations of Europe, and because they were all in
debt to America, and had been sending great quantities
of gold to the States in payment of those debts, they
had little spare money with which to buy American
goods. It was actually a case of America being too rich
and the rest of the world too poor. Throughout the
prosperous years before October, 1929, American fac-
tories had been turning out vast quantities of trade
goods such as motor cars, shoes, machinery, and articles
of clothing. American farmers, too, had grown millions
of bushels of wheat, and throughout the country men
and women had been producing more and more and
still more articles of trade, thinking that they were all
going to be sold, and that the States had entered upon
an era of prosperity such as it had never known before.
And then suddenly it was discovered that there was no